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Fortunate

George L. Freeman,

Is the Orchid Hunter Who Emerges from

Explore the Heart of South America to Augment the
Wonderful Collection of a Philadelphia Enthusiast.

OT content with possessing l.lml

Aceat  collection of orchlds in

N .\.'---‘l.ll'il. it not In the world, Mrs.
George f.-. wilson, of Philadelphia, is plan-

yn to South Amer-
¢ rare specimens that have |
s vigilance of the !

FeT expeditl

ning

]-..-‘,I Ars Wilson has alr
32 (Ll - T pursult of mg
nut orchidists, like other wealthy
colle «n never reach the goal of
' bt While there ara Tale 8L el-
I 1 ’ Ing, there
" G g to finance expedi-
t f reckles ! ¥ penetrate to
1 i of I srnesa for
A ‘ Irea nder glass
a rapacious greenhouses in Phi adel-
phia, Mr n has an orchid wvariety
that 1s the envy and wonder of enthusiasis
the ¥ M o nd lovers of this rare
flower come fron Il eountries to examine
and admire the s mens
U'nlike some o7 d collect
content to cu ate a few |
ta ohtaining 1 a 1
M Vilson has !
y 'w MANY U ¥ Hharto
WT i bl With thia
T W & equipa expadit 1

had taken
the value of (!
delphia mAy be

From the
gecured  the

Vanda

or great whita moth orchid, called the
“Harrietta.' It is the only example of thla

hybrid plant In existence, and is pricelrss

| There ia also a large collection of the East

orchid One bloom,

pink
* {8 very rare and dif-
{s found onhly in the

Indila Vanda
known as the “Loul

ficult to Import, as It

jungles in the interlor of the country
Not the | ting feature of orchid
wdopted to obtain
Lhest There are few
etranger wavs of getting a living than by
wrestling thes plants from the unwhole-
som® reglons In which they gr One of the
famous hunters of this « try Is Grorge
. Freeman He s ot to head an exg
tion for Mrs. Wil inte the interior ol
south ca, and this story would not
be complete without some incidents of his
pi exploits tha orchid country 1
has been in the tropics sines he was a bed
of fourteen, and has suffered many hard
ships during his lifelong davot to the
work of hunting the wetled plants.

He has made way along the Orinoco
and the Malta river nil the mountain
ountry of Colom Vienezuela and Brazi)
has penetrated reglons never before visitedl
by n white man. | has f ht off wholi
tribes of Indlans } (I !
tior o5t the #ole [ large ex

After Many Thrillin;; Escapes, Will Again |

brilliant, but they don't lust. 1 make for
an altitude of between 6,000 and 10,000 |
feet: 1 find it by taking the temperature,

| tor orchid country doeg not vary slx tle-

grees in the yeay We plck out & promis-
ing looking ravine and skirt the slopes on
ths same gnthering plants as we Eoe
m. ‘There Iz no one place where they
w: sometimes we get them In the densest
ain out on the bare rocks
differ with lo- |

level,

the

hrush and .

in worey

the B Ig always

im

—

the Jungle

FLOA

RIVER IN SoUTH AMNERICH.

TING ORCHIDS DOWN A

MBS. AW WILSOIV
THE ORCHID QUEEN

AN ORCHID FOBR WHICH
NBS. WILSON REFUSED #2000.

]

MRS. WILSON'S CYPRIPEDIUMS.

being more than seven and a half feet tall, |

The value of such plants as these
be better ed when It
that an takes about two wvears to
appear the mould as a tiny leaf
half an inch high, and does not acquire the
growth of three under five
and frequently does not flower until {t
twenty vears old. An orchid blooms only
once & year. It may throw out two flow-
era or a cluster of delicately traced blos-
aoms, which remain bright and fresh for
& month or six week

miy
known

is

appre

Ve

inches Vears,

I

One MNttle bifurcated branch of white
flowers grown on a [ wium phalenop-
ela album plant Is va 1 at $600. It Is a
freak, the purpls flowering plant of the

samn gpecies belng worth little intrinsically.

Bingle specimens of the exquisite white
and yellow Cypripedium from India wre
valusd at §1,000 each. The largest Alns-

worth calorum of the Cypripedlum family
is owned by Mrs. Wilson,
$10,000.

A rare plant that bears an Interesting his-
tory is the Cypripedium Falrrieinum. Many
years ago this wonderful orchid was dis-
covered by an English collector in Indla. He
brought four of the plants to England, and
they ciused a sensation there among col-
Jeclors. The finder was urged to tell where
he had discovered this beautiful orchid,
but no Inducement could make him betray
the hiding place of the treasure. All four
of the plants he had brought to England
died, but the discoverer kept his secret,
always intending to go back to Indla and

_ Futher more specimens. Death intervened

- and the secret of the hiding place of the

| rare orchid was lost. For more than ferty
Years the search for the plant was kept
up assiduously, orchld hunters examining
every nook and corner of the country where
Fpecimens might be lurking.
& slogle specimen. At'last a prize of a
thousand pounds (§6,000) was offered hy
English hortlculturalists to any person who
might rediscover the wvariety. Under the
stimulus of this reward the waning energles
of the hunters became galvanized into re-!
newed activity, and at last, about six years
g0, & collector won the prige, finding the
plant in the interlor of Indla, near the
Burmese border. There are only two specl-
mens in this country. They are priceless.
Mrs. Wilson has refused enormous sums
for her plant.

The collection of Mexican Laella orchids

¢ owned by Mrs. Wilson s probably the finost
in the world. These blooms are of whits
4 waxy radlance, growing in clusters on long
arching spikes or steme. One greenhouse
conteina a complete collection of purple
Mexican Leaelia. In one of the East Indian
houses ls & specimen of the Phalenopsis,

and Is valued at

No one found |

ome of the plants in this group are worth $5,000 each.
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THE FAMOUS “LOST ORCHID.” REFOUND WHEN TIBET WAS FORCED
OPEN.

Ing as akin to the search of the explorer for
gold. The same hope buoys the hunter up
In the {ace of almost Insurmountabls dim-
cuitles, and, according to Freeman, a like
reward awalts sucoess In this novel flaid
of treasure hunting. Here s Freeman's
story of some of his adventures:

“It is only up In the mountains that we
&et valuable plants, The tropical ones are

cality, too, and it s variation that we seek.

“If the person who admires these plants
in a greenhouss only knew what It costs to
get them ! Generally we pack them four or
five days on our backs to a mule trall
rendezvous and there shift them to the pack |
anlmals. A man carries seventy-five pounds |
of plants, or about five hundred. We have |
to cut out our wooden cases by hand with l

v ’ My n d bu ! out away haggage from the
iy : e ¢ them, and wth hag-
\ - 0 s il me, and laet ide off + and mule I've Leen sick as death
+ o v 1 2 3 . ltsel 1thou d miles from an while
JERN D& BUCIS, ONE OF IMRS. G.W. al ( Je sl sy e i bt e
i S i man, a Lave bee v OY sUrg
WILSONS SOoUTH AMERICAN o nan.
I Eyervthing thers fs poisonous—Indians,
HUNTERS TREVELLING TO " ; R yoryt ng i re i § scnous-—-Irdians,
- - ~ 1 1 ) 1 r | P pal n Insects Neh yor
THE ,CORST WITH A PHCK . ouble. brewing then, ¢ e il in e morning, and_the. ground 18
TRA] F PLEN TS i in all the yoner coL L bk | e 0 tfvom the night mists, the snake
[V - . | : ! nak i i '. iy town from the trees, It looks as
q i rutl 1 ' . _‘\ tha 43 e Y RTOE W P
i ) 4 I vl . Thor no small snake there
hat 1 fsoncus You have to look
gharpy to yo tothes for Insects Noe
brown ant, as big as a bumbiebee, has &
MR t DUTRIYVE au for a day or more
Nate brilllant there, and vicious, tnn
Ao ftee orchids | smoush adventurs
ror y man, but 1 npese | have gone
through no more (han an: other orchid
hhunte .
: e — e ——————
IN PRAISE OF MODESTY.
Reginnld De Koven told at a musical in
Clitengo retty siory In praise of mod-
iI“T;I\ group of tourist he satd, “vistted
fn Fonn Beethosen's ho Mpe of the
. civl f 1w 18 0nr &N, v:" d"“’l’l
i S 1o : laved the ‘Moon-
at Beethoven's pano al | pla l. ] l. e
Heht Sonala none (oo W | —Hef ovel
S ok i his own room, on his own
awn W
“ﬁt.l\ll n ot Al nad finisl od she arosas
o the old carelaker
:blld'l\.!.] Iwul- lots  of [amails musicians
I ¢ |h |I here and played on this instru-
“u\ fen i 4
oy
i :"\\ ell, miss,' the caretaker answered
gravely Paderewskl was hera last Year,
:'.nl 1||.- friends urged him to play, but he
tead and sald
| 1 am not worthy,”" '
| ——————
CELESTIAL INGENUITY.
“1 hope our dear old Dr. i\‘_u Tinx-tfrlor::
is on the right side in thesa ( Iunesnw °
bles.” sald a diplomat at a dinner in Wast
| Ington, 1 g
| E!-1 Wi he continued, used to tl;..
:ma many llluminating anecdotes nh:u:m“
| Chinese character. I remember on

MRS. WILSON'S RESIDENCE AND ORCHID HOUSES IN PHILADELPHIA,

asaws or machetes and carry nalla for them 1ing the semi-clvilized people in the south,(but Just stick a pele in the mud and tie

all the way from the coast We have to
hustle back, for on the lower levels we lose
plants fast. If we miss the ship it's all
over,

“It I not too much to say that the
chances are agalnst your coming back allve
Sickness or accident will get you even If
you know the ways of the land and how
to take care of yourself. Many a time I
gave mysell up for lost. ‘The Indians are
friendly if you make it plain that you are
better armed, but 1 have had plenty of
fighting to do. They are not afrald of a
shotgun ; they can outshoot that with their
bows and arrows, but the whistle of & rifle
bullet will start them running every time.
An Indlan can put an arrow through a hat
A block away In a second, and a hit means
certain death, because the arrows are tipped
with polson

“Onca 1 was up in the mountains with|
onns boy and three mules, and an old mn[
told me that the Indians from down in the|
Orinoco country were up in arms and rald.

| made for the coart along the river Insteal

| iIngenulty.

A Uhinaman,
| his wite lying dead in
|a tiger had killed her. 7
“The Chinaman Wwe
" one'd some arsenic, and. returning to the

“One day a fellow popped his head nbove | gpeinkled It over ike curplne. 2 i
the grass on the bank and called to me w: "Dhe next day the tigers dead rnw

| e g ¥ Chinaman
ome In; he wanted to trade, he sald, and!peside the WomAn's. ;1::1:!6‘!"“- and 1t

{he anccdote ran. found
a fleld one morning.

home, procured

fleld,

just where T had to go, 1 turned aride und

Two daye 1 carried
pommel, and then 1 tho

rifln

3 fierons the
ught 1

out of

danger and hung it on a pack mule, he woaved a Jaguar skin, | answered that | pe (iger's skin to make fear-cure
“I was riding over the rolling savannah I could not come In, but would be at &lpegy to & physiclan to eef-is he was
near the bank In front of the boy and thetown ten miles telow on the next day. Helyowders, and with the pro¢

ife.”

| mules. Sudde nly a shower of arrows passed | cursed me 'n ¢holee native dialect, and at able to buy & younger W
me. The Indians had been seen by the|the same instant one of my boys cried out —-_-—.T-T-D-O_La
boy, who had turned the mules and l'nlll!l.\l‘il‘l pointed to & war canoce coming around acoTLANO 8

for it. Tho arrows were meant for him.|a turn In the river. All the boys In the A member of the Lambs told at a dinner
There ensued an Interesting ehase. 1| was|boat dropped to the bottom, completely in New York a geotch. story. J
after the boy and the rifle; the Indians| covering my rifle, so that I could not get “_.A Scotchman and 80 Irishman, h::l""wb

were after us all. The arrows continued |at it. Then the arrows began to iy, and
to fly, and one seratch would have bﬂ!21|lt seemeod an age before I got hold of that
enough to settle vs. Howaever, it Is no gun. | almed at the boat, and the first
easler to shoot an arrow accurately while|shot tore a hole in the frail craft, and it
running at full speed than It Is to fire a|began to Al and sink, The natives made
rifle under the same conditions, and none'for the shore, and, fres from the necassity
of the arrows hit us. I velled at the boy of dodging arrows, | plugged several of
to stop, but he only ran the faster. Luckily, | them In the water,

I was on & better mule than he was, and| “Scme of the minor incidents 1 can recall
at last ran him down. 1 got the rifte and|ere that I have gone over the head of a
pumped as many shots as I could in the mule four times in a day, swum in & flood-

|

day,
by side the other

de BY T o religious p
a bitter,
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|, and A8 the p
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he head of the Chure!
to""l’m.u Irishman looked at him, smiled,
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o ‘Hoot, NMI“',;
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